
F
or over two decades now, India and the United States have
been building up a constructive cooperation over an ever-
widening range of issues and areas—economic, political,
strategic and, perhaps most importantly of all, in that com-
plex realm of cultural and human interactions which, by

underpinning relations with greater mutual understanding, con-
solidate all other aspects on firmer foundations. This happy and
promising evolution, so steadily, if often frustratingly, sought by
well-wishers on both sides, is now seen by the two countries as
the realization of what should have been the nature of their ties
all along, and also by the international community as a whole as
one of the major features of the new century. But it has taken a
long time coming, and all of us who want the current trends to
lead to still more fruitful relations in the future would do well to
bear in mind what history tells us.

The 60th anniversary of India’s independence is also com-
monly seen as marking the 60th anniversary of Indo-American
diplomatic relations, but these are actually some six years older.
It was in November of 1941, even before Pearl Harbor and
World War II brought them together as allies, that a certain Sir
Girja Shankar Bajpai, till then a member of the Viceroy of
India’s Executive Council, or Cabinet, presented his letter of
introduction to President Franklin D. Roosevelt as the first
diplomatic representative of the Government of India to the
United States, with Washington simultaneously appointing its
first diplomatic envoy in New Delhi. 

India was not independent then, but almost anticipating that the
USA would find itself embroiled in conflicts that would involve
India, our British rulers permitted the opening of direct diplomatic
relations, while applying their traditional skills of ambiguity to
keep their status undefined. On the one hand, the Agent General of
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18th century, when George Washington, America’s first
President, sent an envoy to India, but contemporary Americans
are proud that the United States was the first country to initiate
diplomatic relations with India in August 1947.

SPAN is pleased to present articles written especially for
our readers by veteran Indian diplomat K. Shankar Bajpai and
American historian Stanley Wolpert that explain, reminisce,
and comment on relations between our countries over the past
six decades. These, and other articles in our special segment
on U.S.-India relations, review the natural affinity of two peo-
ples who fought to win their independence from the same
colonial power, and who built successful democracies, yet
nevertheless experienced difficulties during the past 60 years
over differing world views. The articles contributed by these
distinguished writers reflect sentiments that public opinion
polls in India and America clearly show—there is a deep and
broad consensus that our two great democracies have
embarked upon a new era of cooperation based on shared val-
ues and interests. We see evidence of this not only in the sim-
ilar language in our nations’ founding documents and our gov-
ernments’ foreign policies, but also in the broadening com-
mercial and people-to-people relations between our countries.

An article by SPAN Editor Laurinda Keys Long on exciting
possibilities for growth and cooperation in aviation and an essay
by Manuka Khanna on the challenges ahead in finding common
ground on the issue of intellectual property rights provide
examples of contemporary engagements between India and the
United States. In his review of the interesting new history on
political activism by Indian Americans, Francis C. Assisi under-
scores the extraordinary contributions of individual Indians and
Americans—unique personalities from a flamboyant business-
man to a principled President—who made important contribu-
tions to our cultural, social and diplomatic relations. In the last
segment of his series on traveling by bus across the United
States, the Indian writer-photographer and intrepid traveler
Sebastian John contemplates our two nations and makes the
case that individual, personal connections between Indians and
Americans will continue to grow.

Happy Independence Day!
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